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Scrutiny Review Scope 
Proposed Title Scoping Date 

Temporary Holiday Accommodation in Blackpool 

 
30 March 2022 
 

Criteria and reasons for selecting topic 

 
In recent years Blackpool has seen an increase in the renting out of properties and rooms to holiday makers on a 
temporary basis using the model established by the website Air BnB. These types of accommodation, by being 
only available for letting for a limited number of days in a year can avoid having to meet some of the regulatory 
requirements of traditionally run hotels and bed and breakfasts. The scale of this industry within Blackpool and 
it impact on the wider tourist industry is unknown. Many lets of this nature are also based in properties in 
residential areas. The impact on the areas where they are located and their residents is likewise unknown. 
 
At its 6 October 2021 meeting the Tourism, Economy and Communities Scrutiny Committee agreed that a review 
should be undertaken into this type of holiday accommodation to determine its scale and scope and its impact 
on Blackpool’s tourist economy and communities. 
 

Which priority within the Council Plan does this topic address? 

 
The relevant Council priority are: 

 The economy: Maximising growth and opportunity across Blackpool 

 Communities: Creating stronger communities and increasing resilience 
 

What are the main objectives of the scrutiny? 

 
To determine; 
 

 The scale of temporary holiday accommodation lets, how many are there? 

 Where are they located? 

 What types of lets are being offered, e.g. full houses, flats and individual rooms. 

 What regulations are temporary holiday lets subject too 

 How has the increase in temporary holiday accommodation lets affected the communities in which they 
are located and the wider tourist industry. 

 

What specific issues will be addressed as part of the scrutiny? 

 

 Approximate number of temporary holiday lets in Blackpool 

 How has temporary holiday impacted on the wider tourist industry. 

 Where are lets located, if they are in residential areas how has this impacted on communities 

 What powers does the Council have when dealing with temporary holiday accommodation 
 

What possible outcomes are envisaged in terms of service improvements / benefits to the community? 

 
Allow a greater understanding of a new industry in Blackpool and its impact on the resort and the communities 
in which they are located. This understanding will allow the review to make realistic recommendations seeking 
to address any issues identified. 
 

How will the public be involved? (consider invitations / press releases for meetings, consultation with 
community groups / clubs, etc) 

 
Possible consultation with traditional hoteliers, bed and breakfast owners, those who operate temporary hotel 
accommodation. 
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How will the scrutiny achieve value for money for the Council / Council Tax payers? 

 
The scale of temporary accommodation in Blackpool is currently unknown. While it is understood that by 
offering accommodation for only part of the year operators can avoid regulations imposed on hotels and bed 
and breakfasts, how that impacts on the quality of what is being offered is unclear. Wide spread low quality 
accommodation would have a negative impact on Blackpool’s reputation as a family holiday resort and therefore 
be detrimental in its role in the local economy and regeneration of the town. 
 
Knowledge of the powers available to the Council in regulating holiday accommodation will allow the review 
panel to make realistic recommendations. 
 

What primary / new evidence is needed for the scrutiny? 

 

 The number of lets 

 The location of the lets 

 The types of lets available 

 Details of regulations that hotels and bed and breakfast are subject to for comparison with the 
regulations applicable to temporary accommodation. 

 Details of the powers available to the Council to regulate the sector 
 

What secondary / existing information will be needed? (include background information / existing reports 
(consider Internal Audit) / legislation / central government information and reports, etc. 

 

 Are there any crime and disorder issues related to temporary holiday accommodation in Blackpool 

 What is the experience of other seaside towns with this type of accommodation 
 

Which Council officers / departments will provide information, advice and assistance for the scrutiny? 

 

 Philip Welsh, Head of Tourism and Communications 

 Public Protection 

 Licensing 
 

What expert witnesses will the panel request input from outside of the Council? 

 

 Representative of traditional holiday accommodation 

 Operator(s) of temporary holiday accommodation 
 
(It is noted that operators of temporary accommodation may be unwilling to cooperate with the review, which 
would impact an understanding of how the industry operates from their viewpoint) 
 

What type of meetings (e.g. fact finding, evidence gathering, consultations, questioning, site visits), and how 
many in number are envisaged for the scrutiny? 

 
The review could potential hold one or more fact finding/evidence gathering meetings, as well as meeting with 
representatives from traditional and temporary holiday lets. 
 
A survey of operators could also be undertaken 
 

Timescales / likely duration of enquiry 

 
An initial meeting to receive the initial report on the scale of the industry in Blackpool, with the possibility of 
more meeting depending on the information received and discussions held. 
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Lead Scrutiny Officer 

 
John Greenbank, Senior Democratic Governance Advisor 
 

Scrutiny Panel Members 

 
Members of the TEC Scrutiny Committee 
 

 


